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The Practices of Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage Led by
the Government in County Area from the Perspective of
Community Participation: A Case Study of Qixian Culture Bureau

Qian Yongping

Abstract:Published by UNESCO in 2003 The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
clarifies the central roles that communities groups and individuals play in protecting ICH. Qixian Culture Bureau
organized competitions on ICH with private funds bought Chinese traditional instruments and dramatic
performances for rural areas taking advantage of special financial support for public culture which not only
promoted the inheritance of ICH but also enhanced the emotional relationship between ICH and common people
and coincided with the idea of community participation in 2003 Convention. Referring to Qixian’s experiences on
protecting ICH it is necessary to accelerate the application of the idea of 2003 Convention on a grassroots level
and change two bad tendencies on the safeguarding of ICH in China today to respect communities and protect
ICH on the basis of local tradition.
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